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Exhibit A - The state of Oregon’s certification regarding publically available information 

and involvement associated with the Environmental Mitigation Plan  

 

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), as the lead agency for the state of 

Oregon implementing the Environmental Mitigation Plan, has established a webpage on the VW 

Settlement and mitigation actions.  DEQ will post links on that website to the documentation 

required to be made public under Paragraph 7 of the Appendix D-3 Certification for Beneficiary 

Status form.  The public will thereby be able to easily access program information with very 

little burden.  DEQ also is subject to Oregon Public Records and Public Meetings Laws, Oregon 

Revised Statutes (ORS) chapter 192. These laws and accompanying guidance prepared by the 

Oregon Attorney General outlines best practice for public access to records and exemptions in 

the case of confidential business information and personally identifiable information meeting 

exemption criteria.  To the limited extent information is submitted to DEQ that meets exemption 

criteria under the Public Records Law, DEQ will maintain that information as confidential. 

 

Funding requests and expenditure reporting  

Initially the DEQ expects to directly solicit eligible projects among school districts in a process 

outlined in authorizing legislation (SB 1008, 2017). In the future, we anticipate authorization for 

funding among other eligible mitigation categories. In this situation projects may be solicited by 

a competitive process selecting projects by scoring against identified criteria. In either case, 

records of the applicant and selected projects will be posted and made available on the DEQ 

webpage on the VW Settlement and mitigation actions and on the Oregon Records Management 

System (ORMS), which is also publically accessible via the internet. Information about the 

project and expenditures in the ORMS will be accessible via readily available search procedures. 

Records will be retained until the termination date of the Environmental Mitigation Fund or by 

retention schedules determined by the State Archivist under ORS 192.105, whichever is longer.    

Environmental Mitigation Plan 

The DEQ maintains a listing of individuals who have identified an interest in following activity 

associated with implementing the terms of the Volkswagen Settlement. Access to subscribe to 

this DEQ mailing list is available from multiple locations on the agency’s website but is 

particularly solicited on the DEQ webpage on the VW Settlement and mitigation actions. Notice 

of proposals for the initial Environmental Mitigation Plan and any subsequent amendments will 

be made to this email list as well as published on DEQ’s webpages, including the DEQ 

homepage and on the VW Settlement and mitigation actions webpage, and augmented by the use 

of notices distributed via social media like Facebook and Twitter. A 30 day comment period with 

at least one public hearing or webinar will be held during that time to collect public input 

regarding the Plan. The DEQ is overseen by a five member citizen panel, the Environmental 

Quality Commission, that serves as the agency’s policy making and rulemaking board. Initially, 

the DEQ has been authorized prescriptively by the Oregon Legislature to direct funds towards 

school bus replacements. For this initial plan we will inform the Commission of the elements of 

the initial plan because no further action is required on its part. In any subsequent amendments 

that may entail rulemaking, Commission approval will be sought after appropriate notice and 

comment rulemaking procedures have been met. 
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